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An Account of fome Books. 
I, & II. Memoires pur fervirafHifloire NatureHs des J Nh 
MAUX: to which it pyncd another Irati totally different, 
entituled, La MESH RE de U TE R R E. a Pans , 
de I'lmprimerie Royale, 1671, infol. 

A Great part of thefe two Treatifes having been already 
given an account of in Numb.^). and 1 r 2. of thefe Tra6:-, 
asthey there came to our hands; we fhall now only take notice 
of what we could not do formerly , becaufe there were not then 
defcribed fomany Animalsy asthereare now; and, as to the Ac- 
count of the New Measure of the Earth, we [hen had it at the 
fecond hand in writing un-printed. 

But before I defcend to particulars , I think, it will not be 
amifs to acquaint the Readers (who will find it very difficult to 
get any Copies of thefe Books,) with part of the Introduction , 
premifedby the Illuftrious Authors to their Obfervations con- 
cerning the Animals examined by them-, which examen they ok n 
to have made as they are a Royal Academy and Body, inftituxd by 
his Majefty of France for the Improvement of Sciences. 

They fay then, that that which they bear themft Ives moft upon 
in thefe Memoires, (as they call them) is, the unccntrculablcTe- 
ftimony they give to a certain and known Truth. For they were 
not the work of one particular man , who may fuffer himfelfto 
be prevented by his own opinion ; who doth not eafily apprehend 
but what confirms the firfi thoughts he hath enrertain'd, for whict: 
he hath as great an indulgence, as a parent hath for his children j 
who is not contradicted in the liberty he gives himfelf to deliver 
whatever he fhall judge capable to bring luftre to his work 5 and,, 
in a word, who confiders lefs the truthof matter of facf , than the 
fine drefs, which he adds to it and forms him felf, of certain parti- 
cularities, which he fuppofes, or difguifes, to make them ferve h\-:> 
turn 5 infomuchthat he would not be well pleafed to learn fuch 
Truths and to make fuch Experiments as fliould ruine a fine fpun 
ratiocination. But fuch Fnconveniencies, as thefe, they fay , are 
not incident to thefe Memoir es, which contain no matter of faft bu* 
fuch as hath been verified by a whole Affemblyjcompofed of per- 
funs who have Eyes to fee fuch things as thefe, otherwife than the 
greatefc pan of the reft of the world , and that have Hands to 
fearch into them with more dexterity and fuccefs; who fee very 
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well what is, and who will hardly be made to fee what is not j roho 
do not ftudyfo much to find thing; new, as tocxaminethofe well 
that are pretended to have been found ; and to whom the very 
affurance of having been deceived in fome Obfervation, gives 
iittle lefsfausfaflion, than a curious and important Difcovery : 
So much, (tbeyaflureus) doth the Love of certainty prevail a- 
boveany other thing. Now this Love, (they add) is fo much the 
fironger, as it meets with no combat from any other intereft ; for- 
afmuch as the vain giory, which the fuccefs of an ingenious iilu- 
fion might by a furprize have carried away , would be to them a 
very fmall thing, it being divided between fomany pc-rfons that 
do a I contribute to 'his work, either by the propofitions that each 
of them makes of new things which he difcovers , or by his clear- 
ing up of the Difcoveries made by o:hers , in examining them as 
others do examine his, with fuch a watchful care as a little emu- 
lation never fails to ftir upamongfr. Philofophers : So that, in all 
appearance, fuch matters as have faffed fo ftridt a trial as thefe, 
are exempt from all deceit and falfi y. 

Having thus introduced their Lbours, and intimated withal, 
that they have chiefiy given an account of the /#f em*/ parts of the 
Animals here exhibited,now and then only adding fome Reflexions 
upon particularities that might deferve them , jet no otherwife 
than an Effay.and the Firft firm's of that Crop, that one day may 
be reaped from a whole Magazeen of fuch Obfervations : Having, 
J fay, done this, they give us the Anatomical Defcripuons them- 
felvesof 13 fpecies of Exotic Anima's ; of which Five (viz,, a 
Cameleon, Caftor, Dromedary, Bear, and Gazelle,} were formerly 
pubhfhed, and defanbed by the fame perf ns.in a Book in quarto, 
printed at Tar it 1 669 ; which now are reprinted here in a more 
magnificent manner, and aiigrwn ed wi h the number of Eight 
fpecies, which are, tv. o Lions and a Liomefi, a Chat Tar A (fuppo- 
fed robeengendred by a Leopard and a Sow-catt,) a Sea-fox, a 
Lupus Cervarius or Lynx, an Otter, a Civet cat, an Elke, and a 
Coali -"JtUfidi of Brafil. 

Tirft,\\\cy difcourfeof two Lions and one LionneJ?; and,atnong 
other obfervations , they rake no;ice from divers circumftances, 
that one of the two Ma'e-Lions fickned of a Surfet ; they having 
been infi.rm'd, that fome months before hedied he wouldnot only 
not come ouc of his lodge, but hardly eat ; and that therefore fome 
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remedies were order'd for him, and among the reft, not to eat any 
other flefii but that of young Animals, and to eat them alive. 
To which his Keepers (to render this food the more delicate for 
hitn)added the extraordinary preparation of fleaing Lambs alive, 
and to let him eat divers of thofe 5 which at firft recover'd him, 
by reftoring his appetite and fome chearfulnefs. But ytt, fay they t 
this food in all appearance bred too much blood, and fuel) as was 
toofubtile for this Animal, to which Nature hath not given the in- 
duftry or care of fleaing thofe Creatures it keds on ; it being cre- 
dible, that the hair, wool, feathers and fhells, which all Animals 
of prey devour, are a kind of necefTary correftif to keep them 
from rilling themfelves by their greedinefs with too fucculent a 
food. 

Next, comes the Chat-Par d, wherein they chiefly note the dzfcCt 
of Spermatick vefTels , and of other parts abfolutely necefTary to 
generation, which they found did not proceed from cafiration,but 
from fome other caufe : Where they takeoccafion to obferye,thac 
the Sterility, which is ordinary infomeof thofe Animals that are 
born of two different fpecies,mu(l have in this fubjecl a very parti- 
cular caufe. For, fay they, that which renders Mules fterile, is not 
the defect of any of the Organs necefTary to general ion, in regard 
that the difference which may be found in the conformation of the 
matrix of a Mare and of that of a She- AfTe cannot,as fome pretend, 
be a groundof this caufe of fterility ; the Mare, in which fome- 
thing is deficient that is found in the She- AfTe, not being deftitute 
of any of the parts abfolutely necefTary to engender , becaufe it 
doth engender ; and the difference of the organs being not the 
caufe of barrennefs, forafmuch as the difference of organs, which 
is between the fpecies of Horfes and Affes, hinders not the breed- 
ing of Mules, which do ifTuef rom the mixtureof thofe Wo fpecies. 
Whence Arijlotle, following Entpedocles, imputes this def eel: only to 
the Temperament of thofe Animals, whofe parts have contracted a 
hardnefs that renders them incapable to contribute to a new mix- 
ture; Sothat, if icbetrue, that mofl of the Animals, whichare 
born of the mixture of two kinds, are notwithftanding fruitful, 
they are inclined to believe, that the conformation of this 
Chat-Par d was peculiar and accidental, and that the defeft of the 
parts which it wanted,and which made it uncapable of engendring, 
proceeded not from that mixture of fpecies's.which by changing the 

H h h h 2 Con- 



Conformation of the parts cannot fo fpoil the fame as to render it 
unfit for the functions, and is yet lefs capable to make a Mutilati- 
on \ hut may moreeafily caufc funic vice in rhe Temperament , 
which is a very natural fequel of mixture ; and laftly , that 'tis 
probable, that if the Mule betheonly Animal, which the confu- 
fion of [pedes renders fterile,there is fomething particular in thofe 
Animals that haveengendred it, which is not found in others, and 
that is perhaps, as Arijlotle thinks , the hardnefsof iht matrix'm 
Mares and Affes, which like an Earth is rendred frerile by drinefs 5 
whereas that reafon hath no place in Leopards, Foxes and others, 
which are Animals fecond enough totranfmit to their off- fpring 
the ftrongdifpofitions they have for generation, notwithstanding 
the refiflance which the mixture of different fpeeies's may bring. 

Tht7hird is the Se+Foxjn whofe ftomach they found a branch 
of the Sea-herb Varec, and a Fifliof five inches long, without its 
head, fcaks.skin and bevels, al ! having been confumed, except the 
mufciilousfiefl),which was yet entire. And as to its Guts , they 
obferve, that the Upper part of thtm had a peculiar ftructure,and, 
i-n Head of the ordinary circumvolutions of Guts , the cavity of 
ihefe was difring'nfiVt by many tranfvers feparations , compofed 
of the meinbraiisof the IntelHn turned inwards, which feparati- 
ons were half an inchdiftant from one another, and turu'd heli- 
cally like a Snail- flitli 5 which may be taken for a caufe that the 
food isftaied and a long while a paffing, though the way be fliort 
enough. 

The fourth is the Female L/»jc, which is one of the animals,thaf 
have ftiort Guts, of which kind the Lion is alio one , whofe Guts 
they found hardly longer than three times the length of his body ; 
Which argues fpeedy digeftionand great voracity. 

Thtfifth is the Otter , the difference of which from the Cttjlot 
ihty have very carefully obferved ; as they havealfo the peculiar 
connexion of the Spleenof the Otter, which they fay is different* 
from that of almoft all other animals, in which that vifitts is gene- 
rally fafcr.ed to thefioroach, whereas in this Otter it was fair to the 
Epifioon. And as to a foramen ovale, they found no appearance in 
thisO//*r, that it had ever had a hole that could give paffage to 
?he blood from the vena cava into thtarteris venefa ; which, they 
fay. agrees well enough with that remark, which all the Ancients 
jjave made, viz, that the Otter is conftrain'd from time to time to 
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rifeabove the water to breath ; which a Cajlor doth not, as having 
a fer greater facility to be a long while without refpiration. 

The ftxth is the Civet Cat, which they were gad they had the 
opportunity to compare with a Cajlor , forafmuch as thofe two 
Animals agree jn thofe organs that are very peculiar to them, which 
are the receptacles wherein that liquor is collected that is Co re- 
markable for its fcent, but is very fweet in the one, and very un- 
pleafing in the other.. Which made them fearch, whether there was- 
not fome particular reafon of this diverficy of fmell j but to theus 
it appear'd not that there was any other caufe than the diverfity of 
the Temperament of thefe Animals , the Civet-Cat being hot and 
dry, drinking little, and living in hot and dry Countries • but 
the Caftor, living now in the Water, then upon the Earth.and being 
a very moi/r Creature, hath not heat enough to concoft and per- 
feci: its humidity. 

They had,it feems,two of thefe Cats,a Maleand a Female,^ hich- 
were fo like one another outwardly, that there was not fo much as 
any difiinfiion of fex that appeared ; the Male,upon the difiltt ion, 
being found to have its genitals hid and fhutup w'uhin,and (lit veP 
fel that contains the odoriferous liquor being altogether alike in 
both. Which veffel is a pouch or fack under the anm 7 no: under the 
tail, as Ariftotle puts it in his Hyena (which they make the fame 
with the Civet Cat ^) and is different from the matrix '., both very 
accurately defcribed by them. As to the odoriferous liquor, they 
found it come forth, in the Male as well as the Female, out of a 
great number of glanduls that are between the two coats that com- 
pofe the pouches,which were in the Male very !arge,and very final 
in the Female 5 the Maleyieldingalfo a Civet more pleafing than 
the Female, though Authors generally affirm the- contrary. They 
found not, that the fmell of the Civet becomes more perfect by 
being kept a while, nor that it is of an ofTenfive fmell when new, as 
Amat.hu fit anus affirms; this fmell not feemir.g to them better after 
a years time, than at the time of the diffefiion. 

The feventh is the Elk, of which they examine very follici- 
touQy its C/4«\*,together with the trad ition of this Animals curing 
it felf of theEpilepfy (to which 'tis faid to be very fubjed) by 
putting one of his feet into his Ear ; whence the Claw of that 
foot is alio much celebrated among the vulgaris a fpecifick againfi 
that diftemper» Of its Brain they take notice, that the glsnduU 
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pinealii therein was of an extraordinary bignefs, and confider, that 
Lions, Bears, and other bold and fierce Animals have that part fo 
very fmall that 'tis hardly difcernable, and that the fame is exceed- 
ing big in thofe that are very timorous,as the Elk ; this Animal be- 
ing efteemed to be fo fearful, that it even dies of fear when it hath 
received theflighteft wound, it having been obferv'd, that it never 
furvives when it feeth any of its own blood. 

The eighth and laft is the Coati Mondi, a Braftlian Animal , re- 
corded by Margravitu,Laet, and others, in whofe books the de- 
fcription of that Animal differs only in the defcription here 
made of it, that in the former the Authors defcribe not their teeth, 
which have a peculiar conformation, nor the [purs on their feet ; 
and that they make the length of its tail much longer than the 
whole body ; which in this Coati of our Authors, was but fhorc in 
comparifon ; but may have been eaten off by the Animal it felf, 
forafmuchas De Laet faith , that this kind of Creatures are wonr. 
to gnaw their tail, and fometimes quite ofF; which when they do 
they die of it. 

So much of one of thefe Treatifes : The other, being a New and 
with great accuratenefs performed Menfurationof the Earth, hath 
been largely defcribed, above a year fince, in Numb, i r 2 of thefe 
TraSs, to which we (hall refer the Curious Reader. 
III. BRITANNIA JNTl&UA lllujlrata, or, The 
JNT1&UITIES of ANCIENT BRITAIN, 
derived from the Phoenicians, &c. The Firft Volume : By Aylett 
Sammes, of ChriJTs Colledge in Cambridge ; fine e, of the Inner 
Temfle. London, printed £/Tho.Roycroft/*r the Au;hor, r 676. 
^l^HE Learned and Curious Undertaker of thisgreatWork 
X hath endeavour'd, in this his Firft Volume, toattribuce.with 
the Worthy Bochart , the firft difcovery of Britain to the Phoeni- 
cians, and to make a German Nation, and not the Gauls, the firft 
Planters of the fame,and to impure that great agreement which was 
between the Ancient Britains and Gauls , in point of Language 
and Cuftomes, not to their being originally the fame People, but 
to the pynt entertainment of Commerce with the Phoenicians, the 
ancient and great Navigators throughout the World. 

From this Commerce with the Phoenicians he doth with much 
probability deduce the Original Trade of this Ifland, the Names 
*f Places>Offices, and Dignities, as alfo the Language, Manners- 
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Idolatry , and other Cuftomes of the Primitive Inhabitants > iilu- 
ftrating many Old Monuments out of approi'ed Greek and Latin 
Authors; and delivering withal a Chronological Hijlory of this 
Kingdom, from the firft Traditional Beginning , until the Year of 
our Lord 800, when the Name of Britain was changed into that of 
England: All with great induftry and care collected out of the 
Left Authors that could give light herein, and difpo fed in a becttr 
Method than hitherto ; together with the Antiquities of the Sax- 
ons as well as Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans. Before all which is 
prefixed a Curious Map of the Ancient World, reprefenting to 
us, as 'twere in one view, the Progrefsof the Phoenicians in their 
remote voyages, and the Countries which they difcovtr*d,rogether 
with the Names by them impofed on them ; of all which particu- 
lars a large explication is fubjoyned. 

To obferve fome of the things that are moil futabie with the 
Nature of thefe Tracts ; I fluli fir ft take notice of that Inquiry, 
Whether Britain was ever part of the Continent? Which he an- 
fwers by enervating the Arguments that have beta hitherto allcdg- 
edby flaurifhing Authors $ among which he examines that -with 
moft follicitude, which from the hkenefs of the Soil concludes a 
Conjunction of Earth; and (hews , that in truth it was nothing 
more but the fame Vein of ground which ran under water from one 
Country to another ; which he illuftrates and confirms from Phi- 
lofophical Confideratior.s. 

Secondly, I (Lai! take notice of the moft ancien: Phiiofophica; 
Order of people in Britain, the Bards, a Phoenician appellation of 
men, who in Poetical ft rains were wont to fing rut only of the 
Praifei of the Gods, the Effence and Immortality of thcScuJ, the 
Vercuesof Great Men,but a'.foof the Works of Nauire,theCourfc 
of Cceleftial Bodies, and the Order and Harmony of the Spheres i 
though afterwards by their degeneracy they gave the advantage to 
the Druids to get the upper hand of them ; who yet notv.i:h« 
(landing, did not aboliihall the Cuftome^and Doftrir.es of the 
Bards, but retained the moft ufeful parts of their, of which that of 
the Immortality of the Soul was one; to which they added ihe 
Sou \% Transmigration, according to the opinion of Pjibagoras ; a- 
bout whofe time, or a little after, 'tis believed that the Greeks en- 
tered this Ifland. Thefe Druids had, after the Bards, a govemm< nc 
that was univerfal over the whole Country, as well in Civil atfaii % 
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as in Religion.; and they- were exempt both from the fervices of 
War, and from paying any Taxes ; by which Immunities many 
were invited to enter themfelves into that Order and DifcipHne. 
What it is ,• that engaged them to have the Oak in fo great venerati- 
on,is not fo eafie to determine.lt feems.this Order of men was in fo 
great reputation, that the Gauls, though they had themfelves Dru- 
ids in their Country, yet fent their Children into Britain, to be 
inftru&ed in the Myfteries of the Druids here. 

Thirdly, I cannot pafs-by the Obfervation, which our Author 
maketh,p.4i9. &fiq- via. That, as the Britain* were originally 
a Branch of that Nation, vid. the Cimbri , a people of Germany, 
who anciently came and feated themfelves in Britain'-, fo the 
Saxons, that were invited hither after a revolution of fo many Ages 
from that time, were a. true branch of thofe very Cimbri, that had 
feated themfelves fo long ago before thtm In this Ifiand. Nor 
need it to be wonder'd, that, if the Ancient Eritai»s,and the later 
Saxons be derived from the fame itock (the Cimbri,) they fhould 
underitand nothing of each others language at the Saxons entrance: 
For, the continuance of Time, and the mixture of the Britmns 
with the Phoenicians, Grecians, Gauls and Romans, in feveral ages, 
was the caufe of that difference; though it is not tobedoubted 
but that there are many words in the Britijb tongue which agree 
with the Saxon, and which in probability they had in Lie long be- 
fore the arrival of the Saxons themfelves. 
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